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Biological diversity, or biodiversity in short, is the diversity and entirety of all living beings. 
It comprises all living parts of nature. Biodiversity keeps us alive. It produces the air we 
breathe, the soil we use to grow food, and the water we drink. The diversity of living things 
on the planet, from microscopic bacteria to towering trees, is what makes all human life and 
activity possible. 

Biodiversity also helps us to tackle the climate crisis. It regulates the water cycle, 
preventing devastating droughts and floods. Plants store carbon dioxide and pollutants 
from the atmosphere, reducing the greenhouse gas effect and producing clean oxygen 
that we need in order to breathe.

But nature is in crisis. Globally, one 
million species are facing extinction1. 
We need politicians to take action to 
prevent irreversible and catastrophic 
consequences - and fast.

Without biodiversity, we face 
uncontrollable fires, floods and future 
pandemics. Society’s resilience to 
outbreaks of pandemics like Covid-19 
is weakened by the unsustainable 
exploitation of nature2, such as 
through deforestation and illegal or 
poorly-regulated wildlife trade. 

We need biodiversity for a healthy 
planet, healthy people and a fair and 
sustainable economy. Think about a 
car engine. If one bolt falls off, you 
probably won’t realize. But what 
about a second bolt, or a third, or 
ten? How long until the car can no 
longer run? 

This is what is happening to nature. 
25% of known species are under 
threat3. Without fully-functioning 
ecosystems, we cannot have a fully-
functioning planet.

Countries are currently negotiating a 10-year plan to save biodiversity. If they agree on an 
effective, ambitious, fair, transformative and mandatory deal to protect biodiversity at the 
15th Conference of the Parties in the UN Convention on Biodiversity (CBD COP15) in 2021, 
we can save countless species and habitats and turn the tide on mass extinction. 

To do this, we’ll need everyone on board. Join Friends of the Earth Europe in our quest for 
ambitious political action on biodiversity.

1  How to preserve biodiversity: EU policy, 2020, https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/
society/20200519STO79422/how-to-preserve-biodiversity-eu-policy 

2  Living Planet Report 2020, WWF, https://www.wwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-09/LPR20_Full_report.pdf 
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The rate of global change in nature during the past 50 years is unprecedented 
in human history.

The obsession with unlimited growth, unsustainable use of natural resources, 
neocolonialism, turning nature into a commodity - these have all laid the 
roots for massive biodiversity loss and our current environmental crises. 

To combat nature loss, we have to fix the root causes. 
This means, firstly, putting in place government mechanisms to address them. Governments must take on a 
‘Whole Government Approach’ - all public departments working together - to make sure all policymakers are 
doing their bit to fight nature loss.

Governments must also regulate business practices: multinational corporations must be made to apply the 
highest national and/or international standards for the environment and human rights in their operations or 
those of their subsidiary companies in other countries.

States who have ratified the CBD must regulate the environmental impacts of industrial-scale fisheries, forestry 
and intensive agriculture, which are among the most powerful direct drivers of nature loss. 

They must also restrict infrastructure works, mining projects and other extractive industries and never allow this 
work in natural areas.

Friends of the Earth advocates for a whole and integrative systemic change, which will allow humans to co-
exist with our planet, maintaining the economy and resources consumption within the planet’s boundaries and 
allowing us to live lives worth living, in harmony with nature.

What is neocolonialism?
The use of economic, political, cultural, or other pressures to  
control or influence other countries, especially former dependencies.

3  Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, IPBES, 
2019, https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2020-02/ipbes_global_
assessment_report_summary_for_policymakers_en.pdf

The roots of nature loss

https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2020-02/ipbes_global_assessment_report_summary_for_policymakers_en.pdf
https://www.ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2020-02/ipbes_global_assessment_report_summary_for_policymakers_en.pdf


The ‘United Nations Convention  
on Biological Diversity’

(CBD) is a multilateral international agreement which aims to protect 
the diversity of species on Earth.

It was signed in 1992 in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) by 168 countries and now 
has been ratified by 195 states and the EU. This means the agreement is 
legally binding across the globe, except in the US who haven’t ratified 
the convention.

The CBD has three main objectives: 

WHAT DOES THE ‘BENEFITS OF GENETIC RESOURCES’ MEAN?

“Using genetic resources, whether from plants, animals or micro-
organisms, refers to the process of researching their beneficial 
properties and using them to increase scientific knowledge and 
understanding, or to develop commercial products.” 

Secretariat of the COP, 20104

4  Use of Genetic Resources, Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, ABS Series, 2010 https://www.cbd.
int/abs/infokit/factsheet-uses-en.pdf 



In 2010, the parties that signed the UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) adopted a 10-year strategic 
plan for biodiversity. The plan has a 2050 vision of “living 
in harmony with nature,” meaning that: 

“by 2050, biodiversity is valued, 
conserved, restored and wisely used, 

maintaining ecosystem services, 
sustaining a healthy planet and delivering 

benefits essential for all people.”

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR BIODIVERSITY 2010-2020

The Strategic Plan for Biodiversity is a 10-year 
action plan by all countries and stakeholders to 
safeguard biodiversity and the benefits it provides 
to people. As a core part of the plan, 20 ambitious 
but realistic targets, known as the Aichi Biodiversity 
Targets, were adopted.

Unfortunately, despite some progress, none of the 
20 Aichi Targets have been achieved. The reason 
for that has been the lack of implementation and 
political will5.

As the Strategic Plan and its Aichi Targets come 
to an end in 2020, the CBD parties are developing 
a new Global Biodiversity Framework. The new 
framework will be agreed at the next Conference 
of Parties (COP15), to take place during 2021 in 
Kunming (China).

In the lead-up to COP15, world leaders, ministers 
and policymakers, and representatives from civil 
society, academics, Indigenous peoples, businesses, 
youth, women, and other interested stakeholders, 
will be meeting to discuss what a post-2020 Global 
Biodiversity Framework (GBF) will look like. 

This is an opportunity for people and grassroots 
organizations like Friends of the Earth to take the 
lead and tell the people attending these meetings 
what we need from COP15. 

A whole decade has been badly used for the 
protection of our biodiversity. But it doesn’t have to 
happen again, if we act.

5  World Fails to Meet Any of Aichi Biodiversity Targets to stop 
Destruction of Nature, Impakter, 2020, https://impakter.com/
world-fails-meet-single-aichi-biodiversity-target/ 

Source: 10-year strategic plan for biodiversity

2050 vision for nature



Friends of the Earth Europe wants ambitious 
action to achieve the following goals:

An effective, ambitious, fair, 
transformative and mandatory 

agreement to not only stop, but reverse 
the global loss of biodiversity by 2030. 

Guarantee, protect, and amplify the 
rights of Indigenous peoples and local 
communities, providing the enabling 
conditions to protect their territories, 

ecosystems and biodiversity

Tackle the root causes of biodiversity 
loss, i.e. economic growth based on 

the use of natural resources, industrial 
farming, unsustainable consumption 

and increasing pollution.

Remove nature-
harming subsidies.

Protect the world’s most 
important areas for species 

and habitats.

Oblige agricultural, economic 
and energy ministries to 

protect biodiversity

There must be transparent and 
streamlined national biodiversity 

strategies and reporting obligations, as 
well as a mandatory review process for 

all countries.

A compliance mechanism and 
severe consequences and sanctions 
for countries that breach the terms 

of the agreement.

An agreement for an effective 
implementation by national 

governments and the 
European Union.

Want more info? Check our “Do’s and don’ts from the CBD alliance” 
document here: bit.ly/3qGhTog

http://bit.ly/3qGhTog
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What can my FoEE group 
 do for biodiversity?

What can I do  
for biodiversity?

!

Spread the word. Organize talks and 
debates, send press releases and articles 
to local, regional and national media. 
Share this leaflet on social networks.

Put pressure on policymakers – letters 
and emails can have a remarkable effect. 
We need National Governments to ask for 
a strong agreement at the COP15.

Mobilise your members to push politicians 
for an ambitious and mandatory 
biodiversity agreement.

Take action! Actions like demonstrations, 
lobbying, advocacy letters, signature 
collections, appearing in the media and 
social networks, are just some of the things 
you can do, but each national group is free 
to be creative! Come up with your own 
actions and share them with the network.

National and local FoEE groups could link 
their own struggles with the CBD, because 
a strong international agreement and 
national plans will help bring politicians to 
account and win local battles for nature.

Talk about biodiversity loss. Tell your 
family and friends, bring it up at work 
and school. Share information on social 
media. 

You can check your country’s 
biodiversity strategy on the CBD 
website to see if it’s being fulfilled 
or not: https://www.cbd.int/nbsap/
search/. Call out national successes and 
failures! 

Put pressure on policymakers – letters 
and emails to your local and national 
politicians can have a remarkable effect. 

Ask people to join their local Friends of 
the Earth group to be better informed, 
help create awareness and prepare 
joint actions.

https://www.cbd.int/nbsap/search/
https://www.cbd.int/nbsap/search/


95% of EU citizens
agreed we have a responsibility

to look after nature
Eurobarometer survey 2019

The CBD’s vision is of “living in harmony with nature” 
where “by 2050, biodiversity is valued, conserved, 
restored and wisely used, maintaining ecosystem 
services, sustaining a healthy planet and delivering 
benefits essential for all people.”

As the European Union and most European (non-
EU) countries signed and ratified the Convention, 
they must all develop policies which implement the 
CBD and its decisions to protect biodiversity. This 
includes taking into account the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological resources in all national 
decision-making.

In a 2019 Eurobarometer survey of over 27,000 
people in all EU member states, 95% of respondents 
agreed that we have a responsibility to look after 
nature and that looking after nature is essential for 
tackling climate change. Some 93% also agreed  
that our health and wellbeing are based upon nature  
and biodiversity.6

Not everybody is on the same page yet when it 
comes to the urgency of addressing the direct and 
indirect causes of biodiversity loss.

The EU Biodiversity Strategy proposes  ambitious 
EU actions and commitments to  halt biodiversity 
loss in Europe and around the world and transform 
our food systems. But for now, the European Green 
Deal, the Farm to Fork Strategy, the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 2030, and outside the EU, the Bern 
Convention (currently developing its strategy to 
implement the CBD and the post 2020 Global 
Biodiversity Framework), are all just strategies 
and agreements. They still need to be turned into 
concrete legislation and implemented on the ground. 

All of these strategies could help to protect our 
environment if they are implemented. But the CBD 
is not only applied in the EU. The European non-EU 
countries also have a big responsibility to safeguard 
biodiversity to fulfill the international Convention 
through their national biodiversity strategies and 
action plans. 

6  Attitudes of Europeans towards Biodiversity, European Commission, 2018, https://
ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/survey/getsurveydetail/
instruments/special/ surveyky/2194

Turning policy into action

https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/survey/getsurveydetail/instruments/special/%20surveyky/2194
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/actions-being-taken-eu_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52020DC0381
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1590574123338&uri=CELEX:52020DC0380
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?qid=1590574123338&uri=CELEX:52020DC0380
https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/survey/getsurveydetail/instruments/special/%20surveyky/2194
https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/survey/getsurveydetail/instruments/special/%20surveyky/2194
https://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/survey/getsurveydetail/instruments/special/%20surveyky/2194


25% of agricultural 
land will be devoted 
to organic farming

50% reduction 
in the use of 
pesticides

50% reduction of 
nutrient loss

!

20% reduction 
in the use of 

fertilisers

Turn 10% of  
agricultural areas into 
nature-producing land

3 billion trees 
planted

Legally binding 
restoration 

targets

25,000 km of 
free-flowing rivers 

restored

Urban Greening 
Plans for Cities above 

20,000 residents

30% of the EU will be under 
a protected area figure 
(land and sea). Of this 

30%, 10% of the EU will be 
strictly protected

By-catch fishing will  
be eliminated (when non-
valuable fish caught in the 

fishing process are discarded 
and die as a result)

Key objectives of the EU 2030  
Biodiversity Strategy (by 2030):• Develop national strategies, plans or programs for the 

conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity  
or adapt existing strategies, plans or programs which 
reflect the measures set out in the Convention on  
Biological Diversity.

• Integrate the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity into relevant sectoral or cross-sectoral 
plans, programmes and policies.

Those “strategies, plans or programs”, known as the National Biodiversity 
Strategies and Action Plans (NBSAPs), are statements of the country’s 
intention on what actions they plan to take to protect the environment. 

Their strategy and action plan must address a range of issues, from the 
development and implementation of a national biodiversity policy, to 
research requirements for specific species.

Every country’s NBSAP is different, as each country has its own rich 
biodiversity, with its unique problems to conserve it. However, they should 
all have a structure which is in line with the post 2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework.

You can check the strategy of your country following the next link, in order 
to know if it’s being fulfilled or not: https://www.cbd.int/nbsap/search/. Call 
on your government to close the implementation gaps!

The EU has already decided its NBSAP, which is the new EU Biodiversity 
strategy. The strategy is a commitment by the EU Commission which has 
been endorsed by the EU Council. This key tool to implement the CBD now 
needs to be implemented by the EU and its member states.

The new EU Biodiversity Strategy is much more focused on the impact of 
EU actions on a global scale than the previous strategy. For example, it 
demands that:

• The impact of international trade agreements on biodiversity will 
be assessed - but the actual laws and international rules to protect 
biodiversity lack international tools to enforce them.

• Free trade agreements will include a section on biodiversity, but it will 
continue to lack any way to enforce them. 

• In 2021, there will be a proposal for legislation on sustainable corporate 
governance to hold EU businesses accountable for their impact on the 
environment and human rights at home and abroad. 

• In 2021, there will be a legislative proposal and other measures to avoid or 
minimise the number of products in the EU market which are associated 
with deforestation.

FoE Europe calls on all EU citizens to pressure the EU and member 
states to contribute their share to the effective implementation of the  
Biodiversity Strategy.

Every party that  
signed the CBD needs to:

https://www.cbd.int/nbsap/search/


One health

The Covid-19 crisis has demonstrated how vulnerable biodiversity loss makes us, 
and how crucial a sustainable and resilient food system is for our society. A highly 
diverse ecosystem is key to protecting us from the risk of zoonotic diseases.7

“One Health is “the 
collaborative efforts of 
multiple disciplines working 
locally, nationally, and 
globally, to attain optimal 
health for people, animals 
and our environment.” 
ONE HEALTH INITIATIVE  
TASK FORCE (OHITF)

The EU Biodiversity and Farm to Fork strategies 
commit to increase the protection of land and sea, 
reduce pesticide use, restore degraded ecosystems 
and establish the EU as a leader on the international 
stage, both on the protection of biodiversity and on 
building a sustainable food chain. 

This could build our societies’ resilience to threats 
such as climate  change  impacts, forest fires, food 
insecurity or disease outbreaks. But we need to 
make those objectives binding and mandatory, 
instead of voluntary.

We would like to see those proposals become a 
binding reality, and we need you to convince all 
parts of the EU to make sure it happens.

The Biodiversity Strategy will also require a green 
recovery following the Covid-19 pandemic. But 
a European Green Deal capable of delivering 
systemic change, and putting us on a path to a 
healthy and sustainable future, must be based on 
these Principles for Transformation:

• Urgency and scale

• An economy within Earth’s limits

• Equity

• People’s solutions and participation

• Global justice.

It was human activity that led to such dramatic 
changes in our natural environment. We have the 
power to reverse the trend of nature loss. 

The fact that human activity has been able to so 
fundamentally change our natural environment also 
means that we have the power to drive the change 
needed to reduce the risk of future pandemics, 
while simultaneously benefiting conservation and 
reducing climate change.

7  ‘More species means less disease,’ Nature Journal, 2010,  
https://www.nature.com/news/2010/101201/full/news.2010.644.html

We must reverse nature loss for a green recovery

http://www.foeeurope.org/Principles-for-transformation
https://www.nature.com/news/2010/101201/full/news.2010.644.html

